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Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. — HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT IN TÉMISCAMINGUE 

Wolf Lake First Nation 

Follow up meeting: Project Update 

 
Date:  Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
Location: Salon Desjardins, 20 Humphrey, Témiscaming 

 

This document is not a verbatim transcript; it aims to report as accurately as possible the main 
feedback and topics that arose during discussions with members of Wolf Lake FN. Its aim is to 
reflect the questions, comments, and concerns raised during the meeting. The content of this 
report cannot be considered as actual quotes from Onimiki Renewable Energy or the individuals 
who participated in the meeting. Summarized, transparent and rigorous information sharing are 
the principles that guided the preparation of this document. 

 

ATTENDEES 
 
For Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. 

• David McLaren President of Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. 

• Marc Morin Project Director, Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. 

• Daniel Migneault Liaison and Communication Officer, Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. 

Assisted by :  

• Isaac Gauthier, Facilitator, Transfert Environnement et Société 

• Stéphanie Fortin, Notetaker, Transfert Environnement et Société 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

• Introduce Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P.  

• Remind the initial project 

• Present feedback on the initial project 

• Unveil an enhanced version of the Onimiki project 

• Present the objectives of the public information and consultation process  
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SUMMARY OF CONCERNS  
 

TOPIC  CONCERNS 

Project 

Building owned by Wolf Lake (previously Gatineau power building) to 
be reused by Onimiki South Variant 2, will need discussions with WLFN 

Kipawa Lake levels & associated impacts to neighbouring camps 

Comparisons between Tabaret Project and enhanced Onimiki Project 

Environment  Flow reduction impacts in Laniel (aesthetical, biological diversity, 
whitewater activities, etc.) 

Scope of environmental inventories (wildlife habitats, etc.) 

Construction Impacts during construction of Onimiki South Variant 2 and impacts to 
marina 

 
Mr. McLaren opened the session by welcoming the participants. He explained that the Limited 
Partnership, Onimiki Renewable Energy, had been quiet in recent months because it had to take a 
step back to adjust the project, so it would better address the concerns expressed in 2022. He 
emphasized that the 2024 version of the project was improved based on the feedback received. 
He then introduced the creation of the limited partnership, which is 100% community owned.  
 
Mr. Marc Morin spoke next to detail the 2022 version of the project (initial version) and its 
components, as well as the feedback received regarding the initial version of the Onimiki project 
and the improvements that led to the 2024 version that was presented at the meeting. For more 
information, please refer to the presentation available in the appendix.  

 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ANSWERS 

How the building owned by Wolf Lake 
(previously Gatineau power building) will be 
reused in the project? 

Onimiki Renewable Energy L.P. will certainly 
analyze all options for reusing the building in 
the project and will discuss with Wolf Lake FN 
about this.  

Other similar projects in the past have 
involved the reuse of existing old buildings. 

What do you mean by connecting the lakes 
(Onimiki North)? 

Some excavation will be needed for a short 
canal because the lakes Nadeau and Thiriot 
are not at the same level, but there will be no 
dredging of the lakes. 

Will there be an impact on the level of Lake 
Kipawa? 

There will be no impact and no change in the 
flow or level of the lake or associated impacts 
to neighbouring camps.  

What is the timeline for community feedback 
on the project? 

Further meetings for presentation and 
workshop of the project will be scheduled as 
the impact study is completed. 
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QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ANSWERS 

In the past, Tabaret project has been blocked 
because of the zoning. Is this project also 
affected by zoning issues and what is the 
differences with past project? 

The project doesn’t have zoning issues, 
except for presence of Parc national 
Opémican. 

The upgraded Onimiki project is half the size 
of Tabaret project and the governance of the 
project is a major difference because 
communities will be owner of the project. the 
project will contribute to the social 
development of the community. The project 
can also be used as a guaranty for future 
projects loans. 

Can you explain the submission processus of 
the project notice to the government? 

The first project notice was submitted to the 
government in spring 2023 with the first 
version of the project. The Minister then 
issued a directive specifying the elements to 
be included in the impact study. Considering 
the significant changes of the project, a new 
project notice will be submitted and the 
process will restart. Meanwhile, 
environmental studies will continue this 
summer, along with detailed infrastructure 
plans.  

What is the scope of the environmental 
inventory? 

The environmental analysis will study all 
aspects of the project including wildlife, 
habitats, etc. The assessment will be 
completed by summer 2025. 
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APPENDIX – PRESENTATION  
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